Greek Naval Airmen
at War - Part 2
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Camels, 1½ Strutters, DH4s and a DH9 of H.2 Squadron, Royal Hellenic Naval Air Service late 1918.
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n 8 June 1917 the RNAS personnel and officers under
instruction at Marsh aerodrome, on Lemnos, met
with an impressive sight. Guided by the roar of two,
twelve-cylinder Rolls Royce Eagle VI engines of 275hp each,
they spotted HP O/100 3124 gliding through Romanos Valley
for Marsh, after a 55 hour staged journey over France, Italy
and the Epirus mountains in western Greece1. The arrival
of the big bomber revealed the intention of the RNAS HQ
in the Aegean to begin air raids over Constantinople – the
then Ottoman capital – thus adding a strategic value to the
air offensive against the enemy. However, in order for these
operations to be carried out unhindered, orders were issued
for planning and executing a diversion. Other tactical aircraft
belonging to F (mobile bombing) Squadron and the Greek
Naval Squadron2 were to conduct simultaneous attacks at the
Gallipoli Peninsula.
Thus, during the first two days of July, Greek airmen from
Thasos were given passage to Lemnos on the frequent trawler
service, and then they proceeded to Marsh on the east coast
of the island. The practice flying on Henri Farmans had for the
time being been suspended in order to provide the machines and
make room for personnel of the Greek Naval Squadron from
Thasos, which was brought to assist in the combined operations
by undertaking night attacks3. One can imagine the pride and
pleasure with which the Greek officers under instruction at

Marsh received their co-patriots, (now) experienced veterans
of the air warfare over eastern Macedonia and Thrace and
learned about the purpose of their arrival. On the evening of the
3rd July, the moon being by now nearly full, a first attempt was
made at combined operations between the various aircraft. First
to go was F Squadron, who took off in their Sopwith Type 9700
Bombers and Type 9400 Fighters at 17:004, covered 140 miles in
formation and bombed targets in the Gallipoli harbour.
At 21:00, the Handley Page machine left, the wind then being
slight and southerly, but heavy banks of cloud were lying over
the various mountain tops. A Henri Farman HF F.27 allotted
to the Greek Naval Unit, had departed only twenty minutes
earlier. Possibly flown by FSL N. Meletopoulos, with OSL
C. Skoufopoulos as observer, the machine ran into mist over
the Peninsula and was unable to drop any bombs. Later5,
Skoufopoulos argued that they had lost their bearings in the
mist due to a faulty air compass and they had barely found their
way back to Marsh. Indeed, the examination of the compass
by RNAS technicians revealed a 30 degree deviation. At 22:00
a second Henri Farman piloted by Lt Cmdr Moraitinis left,
and although encountering mist proceeded as far as Gallipoli,
dropped two 112 lb bombs, the first of which fell among the
warehouses, the second close to the Flour Mills without,
however, obtaining a direct hit on them, and afterwards,
proceeding to Galata aerodrome, dropped one 65 lbs bomb at

On 8 June 1917 a HP O/100 (3124) was flown in to Lemnos (Marsh) by Flt Comm K.S. Savory. It would be a month before the big bomber started the
operations against the then Capital of the Ottoman Empire, Constantinople.
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