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For many years a framed flag has been displayed at our
Hull offices, it commemorates an event on 25 May 1918
when our forerunner, theHull Incorporated Chamber of

Commerce & Shipping, presented an aeroplane to Australia.
The full history of this event had been largely forgotten, but

an unexpected visitor to our office bearing a bronze mascot
featuring a Kangaroo above City of Hull prompted me to
research the history of the chamber’s aeroplane.
The 17 December 1917 minutes of the parliamentary com-

mittee of the chamber record that a letter had been received
from the Imperial Air Fleet Committee desiring the chamber
to organise a fund for the presentation of an aeroplane from
Hull for immediate use at the front and to be subsequently
handed over to the dominions as a souvenir. The parliamen-
tary committee gave their unanimous support to the proposal
and also recorded that theywould seek the support of the Lord
Mayor and city council.
The 3 January 1918 issue of Flight reports the chamber was

fund-raising and the aeroplane would be presented to one of
the colonies at the end of the war.
At the 7 January 1918 meeting of the chamber council,

the board of directors (as we would call them today), it was
agreed the chamber president and vice president would take
immediate steps to raise a fund of 2000 guineas. The minutes
of this meeting also note that the aeroplane would be named
TheCity of Hull and presented to the dominion of Australia.
In fact, fund-raising activity was already underway before

this formal start. The chamber president, G.H. Loveridge had
written to Sir Mark Sykes on 1 January asking him to consider

subscribing to the aeroplane fund. We can assume he wrote
similar letters to other notable chamber members seeking
support.
In the 4 February chamber council record the president

reported progress on the fund-raising and notedHuddersfield
had completed their subscription list and that the presentation
of an aeroplane was to be made shortly. It was hoped the Hull
members would not lag behind.
The 14 February issue of Flight reports the chamber had

raised £919 towards an aeroplane to be presented to Australia.
The 4 March minutes of the chamber parliamentary
committee noted that the fund had reached over £1300.
On 5 April, Mr Fairfax Scott, secretary of the Imperial Air

Fleet committee, attended the chamber council meeting and
outlined the objectives of the IAF. It was reported the fund
required £448 3/6 to reach its target.
The 26 April chamber council minutes record that Saturday

25Mayhadbeen set for the presentation and a luncheonwould
be arranged for the guests and subscribers. The subscribers
would be required to pay for their tickets.
At the 6 May chamber council meeting it was recorded the

fund had reached £2090 and two sites had been offered for
the presentation ceremony, the Hull Grammar school playing
fields and theHull Fair Ground.
The grammar school playing fields were selected, and the

event was advertised several times in the local press, inviting
the public to attend. On the 24th a Bentley-engined Sopwith
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Dignitaries leaving a pavilion during the ceremony. The womanwas
carrying a flag, similar to that which survives today.
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