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Built by the British and Colonial Aeroplane Company of 
Bristol as a normal BE2a (Constructor No.169), 228 was 
completed on 29 August 1913 and promptly delivered to 

Farnborough. Following inspection, it was offi  cially accepted 
into the RFC early in October and, towards the end of that 
month, was one of four new BE2as ferried, by air, up to 2 
Squadron, based at Montrose.

Major C.J. Burke, the squadron C.O., had introduced a 
programme of giving air experience, and some basic fl ying 
instruction, to a selected number of his airmen and NCOs, 
some of who were thus able to take their Royal Aero Club 
certifi cates on Squadron machines. Although this instruction 
was mainly given on Maurice Farman machines, of which 
the squadron had a number on strength, almost as soon 
as it arrived in Scotland, 228 was fi tted with dual controls, 
presumably to assist in the fl ying training programme. Th is 

seemingly simple modifi cation was hampered by the fact that, 
in the BE2, the main 17-gallon petrol tank occupied all the 
space beneath the observer’s seat through which the various 
cables and linkages joining the two sets of controls must pass 
if dual controls were fi tted. However, it seems most probable 
that this problem was overcome by simply removing the tank 
entirely, possibly retaining only the 3½ gallon gravity tank 
housed in the forward cockpit coaming, which would have 
severely reduced the machine’s endurance. During a debate 
in Parliament on the progress of the Air Services it was stated 
that, whilst the endurance of a standard BE2 was three hours, 
218, which Capt Longcroft  had used for his record breaking 
long distance fl ight, (See CCI 49/3) albeit a single seater, 
had an endurance of 8 hours, whilst that of 228 was only 35 
minutes, which is just what the contents of the gravity tank 
would provide. However, Lt R. B. Martyn, who fl ew 228 on a 

228: THE DUAL CONTROL BE2a
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Two views of 228 being repaired and wheeled back after a forced landing   :via Colin Huston
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